
SHROPSHIRE DISABLED CRICKET ASSOCIATION

AGM

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th November 2024 at St. Georges Cricket Club.
1. Present:

Ian Halford (Chair), Graham Furber (Secretary), Andy Vickers (Treasurer) & partner, Simon Thomas, Jonathan Caldecott, Damien Halford, Dave and Ellen Hassall, Peter Beasley, Brian and Michael McCarthy (12 members).
Apologies: 
 Steve Lightfoot, Graeme Winterburn, Lei-Ann Thomas
2. Graham gave a short but heartfelt tribute to our late President Dick Wildgoose who had died earlier in the year. This covered his early coaching sessions which introduced cricket to players with a disability, and lead to the formation of SDCA in 1990, which then organized a winter league programme and a summer day festival. The winter league has now run every year since, bar the covid year. RIP Dick, a true pioneer of disability cricket in this country, and a great friend to us all.
3. Minutes of AGM 2023:
Considered an accurate record and adopted unanimously.
4. Matters arising from last AGM:

Nothing to record. 

5. Chairman’s address:

Ian thanked everyone who had taken part in the League and for ensuring all seasonal objectives had been met. In particular, he thanked everyone who had shown concern for his health problems at last year’s AGM.
6. Treasurer’s report:

6.1 Andy revealed our current financial situation. SDCA has currently £1137.97 in the bank, with no outlays during the last winter season, and an additional £900 ring faced for Oswestry DCC as a result of previous donations from Oswestry Rotary Club. All subs had been paid.
6.2 The accounts were adopted and accepted unanimously, with our sincerest thanks to Andy for his continued support of SDCA. 
6.3 Competing teams will continue to contribute a £10 subscription yearly to help the ongoing financial situation of the Association. 
6.4 The Association was extremely pleased to receive a donation of £100 from Brian and Michael, from the proceeds of his excellent ‘Dogs’ children’s books.
7. Fixture secretary’s report:

7.1 Graham confirmed that all fixtures had been completed. Wins to games played were Staffs 3/3, Oswestry 3/5, CBMACs 2/5 and St Georges 1/5.
One new venue had been used i.e. Holy Trinity Academy in Priorslee, which had proved an excellent addition.
The SDCL ‘Player of the Year’ for 2023 was Ryan Barker of Staffs. Graham will announce the winner for 2024 when Oswestry play the recipient’s team in the league this winter. The trophy will be presented on that occasion.
7.2 The League will continue in it’s present format.

7.3 Graham brought up the problem of a less skilled player being unable to cope with  quicker bowling, and risking actual physical injury. This should be monitored by the umpires, captains and team managers at all times under ‘duty of care’, and Item 4 under ‘Special Laws’ on page 11 of the Handbook does cover anything that could be considered ‘dangerous’. Team Managers should discuss how they will address this issue before the game starts – either to have two contrasting abilities in a pair or use pairs of ascending abilities so that the better players compete against the better players. 
7.4 Graham was concerned over the issue of succession planning – there are numerous aging participants, both as players and organisers within our Association, and he feels we should have an organisational plan to cover the future of the league. After some discussion, Steve proposed that he set up a ‘box account’ where all essential documents can be stored and accessed by key personnel should the need arise. This was accepted by the attendees, with our thanks to Steve for doing this.

7. SCB Disability Squad Report:
The report was given by Lead Coach Jonathan Caldecott, and the most salient points are recorded below:
7.1 A disappointing season with our S9s failing to win a game and finishing bottom of their group, although the weather disadvantaged us in two games; The D40s finished third despite being top after the first two games.
7.2 Unavailability really hit us again this season, and certainly had a significant influence on outcomes. Further recruitment during the winter is absolutely essential. 

7.3 Successes:
7.3.1 Oli Harrison made his debut for England & Wales Transplant Team.

7.3.2 Tom Wallace’s match winning 5-17 v Yorkshire at home.

7.3.3 Dave Hassall named one of  SCB’s ‘Volunteer of the Month’ awards.

7.3.4 DPL representatives – we had Kev Baker (Black Cats), James Wojda coaching The Hawks and Matty Bailey (Tridents) but also represented England Deaf in a series against India.
7.3.5 Awards at SCB Annual Presentation Evening:

D40 - Adam Marshall

S9 - Ewan Woodhouse

Disability Champion - Ellen Hassall
8. Election of officers:

10.1 A motion to re-elect the majority of our officers for another season was proposed by Jonathan and seconded by Ian and carried unanimously. Ian and Graham had asked Phil Dawson if he would accept the role of President to succeed Dick and he had graciously accepted the position. Phil has a very long and active involvement with SDCA, and everyone thought him an excellent choice. Proposed by Graham, seconded by Ian and accepted unanimously.
10.2 The committee and interested partners thus comprises:
President – Phil Dawson
Chairman - Ian Halford             
Vice-Chairman – Dave Hassall

Secretary - Graham Furber        
Treasurer – Andy Vickers

Stephen Farmer 
Simon Thomas

Jonathan Caldecott

Ellen Hassall
Graeme Winterburn (rep CB MACs)

Lei-Ann Thomas
Brian and Michael McCarthy

Robert and Damien Halford
Steve Lightfoot (rep Staffs)
Steve Evans (rep Derwen College)
Tyler Ibbotson (rep SCB)
9. Close of meeting: 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:31 hours. 
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